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now. This outbreak in Rosario is limited to some wharves

along the river side where hundreds of thousands of bags
of wheat and maize are stored, and measures have already
been taken to isolate this produce and the workmen,
280 in number. Both Rosario and Buenos Ayres are well
able to deal with the plague or any other epidemic. They
have a constant and abundant water-supply, are well

drained, and there are no slums, such as are in New York,
Glasgow, or London. The municipality of Rosario has
taken some practical measures. Free baths have been

opened, and all dustmen, sewage-men, and scavengers in

municipal employ are obliged to have baths on finishing
their day’s work. The ordinary house refuse is to be
removed by the dustman twice a day in the poorer neigh-
bourhoods (being the height of summer the average tem-

perature is 90&deg; F. in the shade). Daily inspection of the
common and larger lodging-houses is being carried out ;
and last, but certainly not least, the immense ponds of

stagnant water which still exist as a danger and eyesore I
between the long series of docks and the streets proper of
the city are to be immediately filled up-no light task, as
it will require many millions of cubic feet of cinders, sand,
and other materials. As will be seen from the letter of our
Rome correspondent Italy is specially interested in the out-
break owing to a large percentage of the foreign residents
being Italian by nationality.

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COAL-SMOKE
ABATEMENT SOCIETY.

. 
THE report of the Coal-Smoke Abatement Society for 1899

,has just been issued. Although the society has been in

existence for little more than a year, and owing to lack of
funds can only support one inspector, yet it has achieved
excellent results. Mr. Petty (the inspector) has since May,
1899, reported 1250 observations. In 680 instances official

complaints have been made to the vestries which led to

statutory notice being given in most cases and to legal pro-
ceedings being taken in 62 cases. In 30 of these the
nuisance was entirely suppressed and in 32 cases it was
much lessened. Summonses were taken out and convic-
tions obtained in 34 cases. We are glad to see that a
Smoke Amendment Bill is to he introduced by the London
County Council. The report points out that the greater part
of the evil-namely, the emission of smoke from the

chimneys of private dwellings-remains untouched, but that
a technical committee has been formed to examine and

report upon the means of preventing smoke from

private dwellings without extra expense for fuel. There
is no doubt that the fogs of late have been much
less smoky-fog in London can never be averted

owing to climatic conditions-but it is possible to ensure
that it shall be clear. In the last dense fog which
we experienced this improvement was specially noticeable,
a fact upon which we commented at the time.’- The Coal-
Smoke Abatement Society has done excellent work, and if
by its efforts the magistrates can only be brought to under- I

stand, as in many instances they have been, that the plea of 
" No Welsh coal " is no excuse in the eye of the law, we may
hope to see the atmosphere less smoky this year than even
during that which is past.

GENERAL LEONARD WOOD, GOVERNOR OF CUBA.

THE announcement that the President of the United
States had appointed General Wood Governor of Cuba met
with the unanimous approval of the American people. Of
all the officers of the United States Army who served in the
Caban campaign no one fulfilled his military duties with
greater credit than the man who before the Spanish-American
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war was an assistant surgeon in the regular army. It was

through the influence of his friend Theodore Roosevelt, now
Governor of New York State, but who at the time of the out-
break of the war with Spain was assistant secretary of the
navy, that Dr. Leonard Wood was placed in command of the
famous Rough Rider" regiment. But although General Wood
proved himself a good soldier it is as an organiser and sani-
tarian that he exhibited his genius. The condition of Santiago
when he assumed command of that province could scarcely
have been worse. Pestilence and famine were abroad

everywhere and to the city of Santiago itself even more than
to Havana might the term of " sink-hole" have been aptly
applied. General Wood immediately organised and placed
on a proper working footing an efficient sanitary system, at
the same time insisting that his orders should be carried out
to the letter. Owing to this vigilance and energy the death-
rate of Santiago was decreased 75 per cent. in six months.
Yellow fever, which in its season used to decimate the popu-
lation and which was dreaded alike by white men and
natives, was held at bay and no serious outbreak
occurred. But looking after the physical welfare
of the people was by no means the extent of General
Wood’s labours. He formed an effective police force,
the members of which were chiefly recruited from the

natives. He organised schools and set on foot a scheme
of school inspection. Parents were compelled to keep their
children clean, the latter not being allowed as in former
times to roam the streets. Houses were inspected
and if not found in a hygienic state were disinfected
and their occupants punished. Precautions were rigidly
enforced on the slightest indication of the appearance of
infectious disease. In fact, every known measure calculated
to render a city which was notorious for its filth and disease
a healthy place of residence was thoroughly carried out.
The results were, as before mentioned, almost magical and
furnish yet another instance of the effects of sanitary
methods carried out with a strong hand. The prediction
may be safely made that General Wood will regenerate
Cuba in the same manner as the British have regenerated
Jamaica and that in the course of time yellow fever will
be exterminated in the former island.

THE ABATEMENT OF KAKKE IN THE JAPANESE
NAVY.

DR. TATSUSABURO YABE, principal medical officer in the

Imperial Japanese Navy, contributes a short article under
the above heading to the Archives de Medecine Navale for
January, 1900. Not long ago kakke, or beri-beri, was the
most prevalent malady in the Japanese fleet, at times abso-
lutely paralysing action, just as formerly scurvy used to

behave in European squadrons. In 1882 during the Corean
expedition, and about the same date in a fleet off the coast
of South America, kakk&eacute; placed between 30 and 40 percent.
of the total strength Aors de combat. "At the commence-
ment of the eightethith century, continues Dr. Yabe, "the
English Admiral Flosier (sic) en route for the East Indies at
the head of seven ships of the line, had he not the pain of
losing his crews twice over by scurvy, and did he not himself
die broken-hearted ?" Scurvy was at length mastered by means
of prophylactic measures-they gave the men fruits, fresh
vegetables, lime-juice, and lemonade ; kakk&eacute; was brought
under control by amelioration of the rations-an innovation
due to Mr. Kan&eacute;biro-Takaki. Scurvy and 7lakk&eacute; resemble each
other by the uncertainty in which their etiology is enveloped.
They are said to be epidemic diseases, but as yet the specific
microbes have not been discovered. Mr. Takaki believes that,
ka.hke is a disease of nutrition, and although Dr. Yabe cannot
share the belief he nevertheless freely acknowledges the
beneficial results that have attended on the prescriptions of
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the eminent creator and organiser of the Japanese Naval
Medical Service. During the sexennial period 1878-83 the
average percentage of sickness from kakk&eacute; was 32 5 and

there were 246 deaths. In February, 1884, the Takaki ration
was introduced, when at once the disease began to dis-

appear from the navy. In 1885 the percentage was 0’59
and during the next eight years it averaged only 0’02. li
From 1885 to 1893 inclusive not a single death from ’i
k2kke took place. In 1894, during the war with China, 
two fatal cases occurred, and the following year there
was one, but the percentage of kakk&eacute; sickness for the
biennium was only 0’19. Dr. Yabe thinks that excessive ’,
rice-eating predisposes to kakk&eacute;, whereas barley, and espe-
cially pearl-barley-which has long been a favourite article
of food amongst the Japanese peasantry-acts as an almost
never-failing prophylactic. It was while there was dearth
of barley in the Chinese campaign that kakk&eacute; committed its
ravages. -

A MEETING of the Hunterian Society was held on

Wednesday, Feb. 28th, at the London Institution, the new
President, Dr. Dundas Grant, presiding. The second
Hunterian Society’s Lecture was delivered by Mr. C. Mansell
Moullin. A vote of thanks to the lecturer, proposed by Mr.
J. S. E. Cotman, and seconded by Dr. F. J. Smith, con-
cluded the proceedings of the evening. We hope to publish
the lectures in an early issue of THE LANCET. ,

MORE replies to our circular letter to the profession con. 
cerning the Midwives Bill have come in during the week, 
and about half the constituency have registered their views 
with us. The proportion of five to one against the Bill is
maintained, and the figures may be taken to represent the
state- of professional feelings.

THE annual general meeting of the Medical Defence Union
will be heldj on Tuesday, March 13th, at St. Martin’s Town
Hall, London, W.C., at 4 P.M. The chair will be taken by
Dr. W. S. A. Griffith, the President of the Union.

WE regret to record the death in his seventy-second year
of Dr. William Marcet, F.R.S., which took place at Luxor,
Egypt, on March 4th. He had been in failing health for
some time. 

___

FORMS have been issued to be filled up by English medical I!
men proposing to be present at the International Conference
on Pulmonary Tuberculosis to be held at Naples on April 25th
next.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

THE nevys of last week, which has changed the whole
aspect of the war in South Africa, was received with exulta-
tion throughout the British Empire. When we consider
what Lord Roberts has gone through in his long and

distinguished military career, his age, and the great
sorrow that had befallen him in the loss of his son,
his response to what he regarded as the call of duty was
a noble display of patriotic self-sacrifice. Apart from the
great military services which he has rendered in this war
the judgment, tact, and urbanity which he has displayed I
in dealing not only with his Boer foes but with the colonial
troops and all who have been brought into contact with him
have been conspicuous. ,

As regards Ladysmith, the news of its relief was well 
calculated to give immense satisfaction in the state of I
nervous tension which had existed in the public mind from I
the time that we had all heard that its garrison was "very I

1 It is not clear whether this percentage refers to strength or to total
si k from all causes, but probably the latter is the case.

hard pressed." The topographical obstacles which had
to be overcome in its relief were of the most formidable
kind, in the face of which and a succession of Boer
entrenchments General Buller’s relieving force had re-

peatedly recoiled only to advance again with plendid
determination and gallantry until their efforts were finally
crowned with complete success. Of all this, however, there is
now no need to tell. When the history of this war comes to
be written the siege and relief of Ladysmith will occupy a
proud place in our military history. Its relief was a most
arduous undertaking and, considering the relatively small
force that had to accomplish it and all the attending circum-
stances, the highest credit is, in the opinion of competent
military judges, due to Sir Redvers Buller’s military capacity,
judgment and determination, in having accomplished it
with a loss which, although heavy, was, all things con-

sidered, really less than might have been anticipated.
The facts connected with the siege of Ladysmith and its

defence for four months under Sir George White speak for
themselves. Every word of General Buller’s recent general
order congratulating the besieged and his own force is well
merited and exactly describes the situation. No one can
read the brief record of what occurred there on the eventful
entry of the relieving troops without a thrill of pride and
without realising the dramatic pathos of the situation. It
was this that stirred the heart of all English-speaking
people. The news of the successful strategy of Lord
Roberts, welcome and all-important as it was, had not
these elements ; it did not involve the rapid transition from
anxiety to joy and the commingling of happiness with grief
and pitifulness. Somehow the nation, like the troops, held
fast to the conviction that there was a plan of campaign
existing in the military mind which had never been lost sight
of but was only delayed by exceptionally untoward circum-
stances and would be forthcoming in due time when the
military machine was in proper working order.
The garrison of Ladysmith has had a terrible experience

during the siege. Their losses by fighting and bombardment.
have been considerable, but those resulting from enteric
fever, dysentery, and other diseases have been still greater.
This is not to be wondered at considering the semi-starva-
tion, the privations, the bad water, the fouled soil, and the
overcrowding that existed. The troops were in deplorable
plight and bore evident marks of the physical suffering
and nervous exhaustion which they had undergone. The
town contained 21,000 half-starved inhabitants. Although
the actual mortality remained comparatively low until
the middle of January the general health of the troops
suffered severely from the want of good nourishing food
and of essential comforts. As many as 8424 persons passed
through the hospitals and the daily average under treatment
ranged from 1500 to 2000. There were 1710 cases of enteric
fever alone, and 800 cases were under treatment at the
time of the relief of the town. Ladysmith has never

had a particularly good bill of health and sanitary
reputation at the best of times and, as we took occasion
to point out almost at the beginning of the war, typhoid
fever and dysentery were usually prevalent there at

this season and were to be expected. Under all the
insanitary conditions which must have been accumu’a-
ting during the siege and the desirability of remov-

ing the troops and the sick from these and the depres-
sing conditions surrounding them, the military autho-
rities have exercised a most wise discretion in evacuating
the station as far as practicable, and this has been, and is
now being, done. It is, unfortunately, unavoidable that the
sick should feel the fatigue and exhaustion of this movement
and its attendant discomforts under even the best arrange-
ments ; but change of site was essential under the circum-
stances in their interest and, still more so, in that of the
healthy, in order to limit the spread of disease as far as
possible. A large number of nurses will be required to
attend upon the sufferers from enteric fever and other
patients.
Speaking generally, the sanitary state of the army in

South Africa is fairly satisfactory. The troops actually
in the field look sturdy and strong and are in excellent
form. There is, of course, a considerable amount of
those diseases which are incidental to field service in
hot weather, and notably of enteric fever, dysentery, and
diarrhcea. The enteric fever rate is, as we have said,
very high in the besieged ganison at Ladysmith. It is
not limited to Ladysmith, however, cases having shown
themselves at other stations and among different columns


